Locally advanced sebaceous cell carcinoma (T3) of eyelid: incidence and pattern of nodal metastases and combined modality management approach.
Sebaceous carcinoma (SbCC) is a rare malignancy that often mimics benign conditions. Lymphatic involvement, large T3 tumors herald a dismal survival for patients. We present our series of 13 cases of locally advanced SbCC of the eyelid treated at a surgical oncology unit and describe the clinical profile, patterns of nodal spread and recurrence pattern in this subset of SbCC. A retrospective analysis of case records was carried out for patients presenting with orbital tumors between January 1997 and April 2010 in the department of Surgical Oncology, AIIMS, New Delhi, India. All patients underwent orbital exenteration and superficial parotidectomy with neck dissection was added to patients with clinically significant lymphadenopathy. All patients who underwent OE after 2002 were advised radiotherapy as adjuvant therapy. The end point was development of recurrence or end of two year follow up period which ever occurred earlier. Thirteen patients underwent orbital exenteration. Eleven patients had clinically palpable lymphadenopathy. Ten patients (76.9%) had pathologically confirmed metastatic nodes. Parotid lymph node involvement was present in all patients (100%); two of these ten patients also had level II b cervical lymph node involvement. Recurrence was observed in seven patients (53.8%). All recurrences were loco-regional only and no systemic metastases was seen. There were only two recurrences in the group that received PORT. Eyelid SbCC is a loco-regionally aggressive malignancy and adequate disease control can be achieved with combined modality approach of radical surgery followed by post operative radiotherapy.